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1. Introduction 

 

Corruption is as old as human society, which literally means a broken object. 

Theoretically, it is a form of behavior departed from expected ethics, morality, 

tradition, laws and civil virtue. Corruption means committing crime and mischief to 

the country. It is a social malady that can harm any sector of the country. According 

to the equation discovered by Professor Robert Cligaurd of South Africa: Corruption = 

monopoly + Discretion –Accountability – Salary. 

 

2. Root Causes of Corruption 

 

Nature and extent of corruption vary from country to country. But its root causes are 

almost same, which includes: lack of patriotism; poverty; poor administrative 

structures and governance; weak judicial, legislative and regulatory frameworks; 

inadequate education; massive unemployment; crack in cultural and social value 

systems, inadequate remuneration for government officials, political unrest; too 

broad discretionary powers of civil servants, absence of neutral monitoring, and lack 

of accountability and transparency.  

 

3. Prevailing State of Corruption in Bangladesh 

 

Corruption Perception Index released by the Berlin-based Transparency International 

reported that Bangladesh is in the list of the countries where corruption is perceived 

to be highest in the world. This country was ranked on top of the list for five 

successive years from 2001 to 2005, while it became third in 2006 and seventh in 

2007. Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) have also demonstrated the 

depth and breadth of corruption in Bangladesh and according to their Corruption 

Perceptions Index Bangladesh ranks 139
th

 least corrupt nation out of 175 countries in 

2015. However, Survey conducted on extent of corruption in different sectors reveals 

that highest proportion (72.2%) interacted with or received services from education 

sector, followed by electricity (60.0%), health (44.9%) and NGOs (39.6%). Around 
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one-fourth of households interacted with different institutions under land 

administration while around 11% households had interactions with law enforcement 

agencies and the judiciary. 
 

4. Analysis of Corruption in Bangladesh from Various Perspectives 
 

(a) Political perspective: lack of transparency in the activities of political parties 

is liable for storming corruption in Bangladesh. The condition reminds us 

one of the proverbs: “A person having no principle enters into politics”. It 

has become literally true in this country. Corruption is increasing here not 

only due to lack of transparency but also because of poor practice of 

democracy within the political parties.  

(b) Sociological perspective: social corruption aggravates due to lack of trust 

between family members, dishonesty in educational institutions, 

misinterpretation of religious prescriptions by the so called religious leaders 

and involvement in different anti-social activities by social organizations.  

(c) Economical perspective: corruption is still present in Bangladesh in the 

spheres of trade and commerce and construction of economic infrastructure 

and in the inclination to use politics for own interest.  
 

5. Who are liable for Corruption in Bangladesh 
 

Prevailing state of corruption and its analysis from various perspectives clearly 

indicates that corruption has become a complex multi-faceted social phenomenon in 

Bangladesh. It takes place as an outcome of deficiencies in the existing public 

administration apparatuses and systems as well as cultural, economic, political and 

social factors. The liability of aggravated corruption can be fixed upon various 

segments of the society including the politicians, civil servants, business community, 

judiciary and law enforcing agencies, service providers of both public and private 

sectors etc. However, common people who have no control over social or political 

power structure are not anyway blameworthy for corruption. 
 

6. How Public Sector Corruption affects the Development Process in Bangladesh 
 

Development process in Bangladesh is largely dependent on the role public sectors 

duly administered by the civil servants. Since the civil servants are provided with 

power and authority to execute national policies to the end of development, their 

deviated performance may ruin the services and achievements of public sector.  If 

the civil servants are deviated from expected ethics, morality and laws in performing 

their responsibility, public sector will be collapsed resulting set back or backward 

direction in development process.  
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7. Role of Civil Servant to Curb Pervasive Corruption in Bangladesh 
 

Civil servants can play the most vital role to curb pervasive corruption in Bangladesh. 

If they are professional and well-motivated and guided by moral ethics and law and 

perform their responsibility without compromising with threat, pressure and greed, 

corruption will be protected automatically. This kind of civil service will emerge if the 

selection and promotion is based on merit rather than patronage. We can reasonably 

assume that a well-performing civil service will not only resist corruption but also 

protect the integrity in government system through proper evaluation of tender and 

bids, performance and audits.  

 

8. Can lack of Patriotism be one of the Causes of Corruption 
 

Lack of Patriotism is undoubtedly one of the root causes of corruption. According to 

the opinions of most of the sociologists, lack of patriotism is not only a cause but the 

most terrible cause of corruption.   
 

9. Corruption in Bangladesh: Remedial Suggestions 
 

Considering corruption as the biggest threat to development we can adopt following 

measures to get rid of it: (a) Inspiration for Civil Servants towards Patriotism; (b) 

Establishment of Good Governance; (c) Eradication of Poverty; (d) Arrangement of 

more opportunities for Employment; (e) Establishment of Rules of Law; (f) Expansion 

of Education; (g) Reduction of Political Unrest; (h) Enhancement of Remuneration of 

Public Servants considering the market price; (i) Restoration of Cultural and Social 

Value Systems; (j) Establishment of Neutral Monitoring System; and (k) Establishment 

of Accountability and Transparency at all levels.  
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